
A Gift of Love
In 2018, ECFA was notified that the agency 
was the sole beneficiary of the Estate of David 
Allen Vander Sande. The gift was presented 
on November 19th at the Advisory Council 
meeting. Some of his family and friends came 
from upper Michigan to make the presentation. 
It was an opportunity to hear of David’s life and 
his heart for ECFA’s mission. 

David was born 
September 25, 
1932, in Ashland, 
Wisconsin. He 
graduated from 
Lincoln High School 
in Manitowoc 
in 1950, and 
immediately enlisted 
in the United States 
Air Force. He 
proudly served his 

country during the Korean War era as a Radar 
Mechanic. In this position, he specialized in 
the installation and repair of the radar systems 
found in aircrafts. 

David also worked for General Motors as an 
Electronic Technician, retiring in 2004, after 
50 years. At one point in his career, he had the 
privilege of working on the Apollo Spacecraft. 
He then moved to his property in Iron River, 
Michigan, and loved feeding the deer that 
would frequent his land. Many of the deer 
would gather around him while being fed.

David was an avid collector of trains and guns 
and was always inventing household gadgets 
for practical use for both indoors and out. Two 
of his favorite pastimes were playing the piano 
and photography. 

Even though David was never blessed with his 
own children, he was known as the “Horsie 
Grandpa,” and would put coins in the Kiddie 
Ride Horse at the local mall, so the little ones 
could take a 60-second ride. 

David loved the Lord and never hesitated to 
speak to people about Him. His kindness was 
evident to all who knew him, and he loved 
talking to people from all walks of life.  

David treasured and supported the pro-life 
work of ECFA for more than 30 years, faithfully 
supporting the agency through monthly 
donations. Because of his devotion to God 
and the clients served, David left ECFA his 
parting gift of love. With God’s help, this gift 
will provide a more secure path for the agency’s 
future. His foresight and preparation is truly a 
reason to be thankful to God. 

Pictured L to R: Sharon Fuller, Scott Vander 
Sande, Punner & Mike Franzene, Jennie Tietjen 
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MISSION: GENEROSITY
Recently, Spring Creek 
Church in Pewaukee 
completed a major capital 
campaign to construct 
a children’s ministry 
wing. Part of their giving 
emphasis was to give 
significant gifts to a wide 
variety of mission projects. 
As a longtime, supported 

organization of the congregation for more than 
30 years, ECFA was one of the recipients.

On Sunday, December 9th, Jennie Tietjen spoke 
briefly in both worship services on the pro-life 
and adoption efforts of the Agency. Before she 
began her remarks, Senior Pastor Chip Bernhard 
presented a check for $5,000 to the agency. She 
related a touching client story that involved 
both the Adoption and Pregnancy Support 
Services programs, and thanked the church for 
their many years of support. 

An added blessing for the agency was to 
have Dawn LeVan-Salveson, Social Services 
Supervisor, at an ECFA table in the church 
lobby. What a perfect opportunity to speak one-
on-one with people about the ministry of ECFA.

ECFA is very grateful for all of its supporting 
churches and wishes to especially thank the 
people of Spring Creek Church.

Choose Life!
Since the fall of 2017, the state-wide “Choose 
Life” campaign has encouraged individuals 
to purchase their Wisconsin License plates. 
Drivers who desire to express a pro-life message 
on area roads and highways have found this to 
be a creative option. 

Spearheaded by the Wisconsin Family Council 
and Pro-Life Wisconsin, this effort has seen 
plates secured by more than 1,100 vehicle 
owners in the state. A portion of the proceeds 
from these sales is placed in a charitable 
foundation that is available to give grants to 
pro-life organizations. 

ECFA applied for one of those grants, and 
on Tuesday, November 27th, was gifted with 
$1,240. The agency is eligible to apply annually 
for a grant. Pictured L to R: Dorinne Geldon, 
Sue Carlson, Alycia Johnson, Jennie Tietjen, 
Dawn LeVan-Salveson and Julaine Appling, 
President of Wisconsin Family Council. 

If you have not yet bought these plates for 
your vehicles, consider doing so at https://
wisconsindot.gov (search choose life) or at your 
closest DMV at your next renewal.
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35 YEARS! 
GOD IS SO GOOD! 
Please make plans now to attend the 35th 
Anniversary Celebration Banquet to be held 
on Friday, May 17, 2019, at the Marriott 
Milwaukee West Hotel in Waukesha. The 
guest speaker will be the renowned radio host 
and author from Wisconsin, Janet Parshall. Her 
nationally-syndicated, Christian radio program 
“In the Market” is heard on the Moody Radio 
Network across the country. 

Inspiring testimonies from ECFA’s Adoption 
and Pregnancy Support Services’ clients will 
encourage your heart. Ed Plagemann, attorney 
and member of ECFA’s Original Task Force, 
will be the Emcee; the music of the evening 
will be provided by Pastor Dan Forness, the 
gifted worship pastor at Spring Creek Church. 
Invitations will be mailed in March. Hope to 
see many of you there. 

 “I know all the things you do, and I have opened 
a door for you that no one can close. You have 
little strength, yet you obeyed my word and did 
not deny me.”

Revelation 3:8 NLT

On the Move!
The Baby Blessings Boutique has moved! That 
would not have happened without the loving 
effort of several volunteers from the Renewed 
Life Group at Spring Creek Church. These 
women gave several hours of their precious time 
on a Saturday to move the “inventory” ECFA 
has available for moms, dads, and babies. 

The boutique was previously located in a small 
room near the reception area in the ECFA office. 
It is now in a spacious, full-sized room in the 
lower level of the building. There is plenty of 
room for clients to browse the shelves and racks 
for clothing, diapers, and other needed items. 
A big thank you to those loving hands that will 
enable ECFA to serve families more effectively 
and efficiently. Pictured L to R: Stephanie 
Dembiec, Sara Hantak, and Melissa Reoch 

ANNIVERSARY
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Inaugural Benefit 
Auction – Friday, 
November 16, 2018

Going once, going 
twice, SOLD to paddle 
number…! These were the 
words we heard from Dan 
Pronley, the auctioneer at 
the “live” portion of ECFA’s 
Inaugural Benefit Auction 
on November 16th. More 
than 100 guests came out 
to support the mission of 
our agency. The ambience 
of the evening was set 
with lovely piano music 
playing in the background 

provided by Josh Rush and the attendees with their 
complimentary hot apple cider beverages in hand. 

As the guests 
walked the tables 
viewing more than 
190 silent auction 
items, they chose 
to place their 
individual bids on 
multiple, desired 
items. We are so 
grateful and thankful that 99% of the items sold 
at this event were donated to the agency by many 
businesses and individuals.

The varied appetizers served by the Sheraton Hotel 
were generous, hearty, and delicious! Everyone 
enjoyed the menu selections. The movement of 
the early part of the night was busy, with those 

checking their bids and even adjusting them 
upward. Lots of conversation and laughter could be 
heard throughout the hall as guests met, bidding on 
the same item. 

Jennie Tietjen, Director of Development and 
Facilities for ECFA, provided a brief update on the 
work of ECFA. She explained that our adoption 
social workers are serving 31 adoptive families 
on their journey and that our Pregnancy Support 
Services program is serving 17 moms, dads, and 
babies. Life is active at ECFA. 

The time came to close one-half of the silent 
auction tables. As we counted down from 
10…9…8…to 0, we asked people to put their 
pens down and to step away from the tables, so 
our volunteers could mark the winning bid and 
enter the results into our Auction database. Fifteen 
minutes later, we repeated the process.
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The evening was proceeding enjoyably as the live 
auction began. Dan Pronley skillfully took our 
experience to a new level of fun. He presented 
each of the 13 items, resulting in enthusiastic and 
generous bidding. 

Two-thirds of the way through the live auction, 
he introduced Dawn LeVan-Salveson, ECFA’s 
Social Service Supervisor, to share a special need 
at ECFA. She described a week in the life of an 
“ECFA car”. In just a few days, this vehicle traveled 
from Milwaukee to Oshkosh, to Madison, and 
to the Illinois border. This Toyota Highlander 
is nearing 180,000 miles, with lots of rust and 
always needing a repair or two. Even our wonderful 
mechanics that care for our cars see a need for a 
more dependable vehicle for our all-female staff. 

The need was presented to our guests, along with 
the promise of a generous $5,000 matching gift. 
Dan gently asked for donations starting at the 
$1,000 level. When he was finished, more than 
$20,000 was given for an agency vehicle. We were 
overwhelmed with the bigheartedness of God’s 
people to ECFA. Our new 2018 Ford Escape was 
brought into service on December 18th.

It is such a blessing to share God’s continued 
provisions for ECFA as well as this story with all 
our faithful donors. Thank you for your sacrificial 
gifts to the work. It is for God’s glory that we serve 
those He sends our way. 

We want to thank everyone who has 
prayed, donated, and participated toward 
the success of this inaugural event. Your 
support is a joy to us, an impact for our 
clients, and above all, for His glory. 

Please give your support to these businesses!

Gold Level Business Donors Gift Value $500 +
Bay View Shade & Blind – Milwaukee/Menomonee Falls
Crossroads Community Church – Greenfield
Going 2 Orlando – Kissimmee, Florida
Keith E Post Dental – Brookfield
Marshalls District 1202 – Milwaukee, Madison 
& Kenosha
Signature Eye Care – Elm Grove

Silver Level Business Donors Gift Value of $250 - $499
Cousins Subs – J. & D. Shop Systems, Inc.
Focus on the Family – Colorado Springs, Colorado
Kohl’s Department Store – Brookfield
Marriott Milwaukee West – Waukesha
Milwaukee Tool – Milwaukee
The Hilton Milwaukee-City Center – Milwaukee
The Pfister Hotel – Milwaukee

Bronze Level Business Donors Gift Value $10 - $249
Acacia Theatre Company – Milwaukee
BOARD Together – Muskego 
Bravo Cucina Italiana – Brookfield
Chick-Fil-A – Brookfield
Creation Museum – Petersburg, Kentucky 
Elliot’s Ace Hardware – Elm Grove
Green Bay Packers – Green Bay
Hale Park Automotive Services, Inc. – Hales Corners
HuHot Mongolian Grill – West Allis
Lutter’s Elmbrook Automotive – Brookfield
Meijer Store – Greenfield
Morning Star Productions – Milwaukee
Naf Naf Grill – Brookfield
Nancy’s Cute Dog Necessities – Eagle
Olive Garden – Greenfield
Oscar’s Frozen Custard – West Allis
Pam-Care LLC – Brookfield
Patterson Orchard – New Berlin
Pick ‘N Save/Cold Spring – Greenfield
ProBuColls Gifts & Books – West Allis
Sunset Playhouse – Elm Grove
Trader Joe’s – Brookfield
Usinger’s – Milwaukee
Vitamin Shoppe/Institute of Integrative Nutrition – 
Brookfield
Waukesha Civic Theatre – Waukesha
Woodman’s Markets - Janesville

continued on page 6
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continued from page 5

Gold Level Individual Donors Gift Value $500 +
Anonymous Friends of ECFA 
Marek Family Fund
Dawn LeVan-Salveson
Dave & Jennie Tietjen

Silver Level Individual Donors Gift Value of $250 - $499
Tim Albrecht 
Art & Annette Cernohous
Gary & Carol Knosp
Clare & Larry Liebe
Charlie & Pat Murphy
Friend of ECFA
Raymond Wilson

Bronze Level Individual Donors Gift Value $10 - $249
Calla Bogdanovich
Sue Carlson
Jerry & Judy Dalton
Nancy Erk
Ron & Judy Felsner
Sharon Fuller
Gary & Lois Gantner
Tom & Carol Honeyager
Beverly Kuntzsch
Sue Kusnierz
Molly Llanas
Kelly Olson
Ted Riedel
Greg & Nancy Riederer 
Jerry & Michele Schmitz
Garret Schoonover
Dave & Elisa Shane
Phil & Darleen Snyder
Pastor Charles Wallace
Ken Withrow
Carol Yule

ECFA Illinois 
Building Update
As we have reported previously, on May 26th a 
massive fire destroyed ECFA’s building at 1530 
N. Main Street in Wheaton. One half of our staff 
operates from 213 W. Wesley St. in Wheaton. The 
rest of our Illinois staff works out of a temporary 
office at 4614 Main Street in Lisle.

After a lengthy approval 
process involving fire 
inspectors, structural 
engineers, a flood plain 
determination, and several 
other requirements, the 
City of Wheaton granted 
us permission to begin the 
restoration of the office. 
Our general contractor 
has begun the demolition 
work of the interior of the 

building. Since the initial structure was built over 
60 years ago, the city requires abatement work to be 
completed. Almost the entire structure of the roof 
will also need to be rebuilt.

We have had discussions with the architect about 
how best to utilize the area in the interior of the 
building. There will be of improvements that will 
make the space more efficient and user friendly. 
A big thank you to everyone who has expressed 
concern for our agency as we go through the process 
of rebuilding and restoration. We continue to be 
encouraged by your prayers and support!

Is it Time 
to Make 

Your Will?

You need no longer delay this critical matter. 
Call 262-789-1881 to request our workbook 
“Preparing a Christian Will.” It will guide you 
through the process to gathering the information 
that is needed by your attorney to draft your 
personal document. 
There is no charge or obligation.

EVANGELICAL CHILD & FAMILY AGENCY

Preparing
A Christian

Will

ECFA Wish List
•	 Preemie	clothes	for	little	girls

•	 Newborn	and	0-3	months	
clothing	for	girls	and	boys

•	 Someone	to	volunteer	weekly	
for	half	a	day	on	Mondays	
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♥ Thank you to all the dedicated volunteers who 
assembled 3 mailings for the agency on October 
4th-5th, November 29th & December 4th:

Pregnancy Support for our Baby Blessings Boutique:
♥ Lots of baby formula, baby bottles, crib sheets, 

blankets, and baby clothes from Donald & 
Gloria. 

♥ Baby wash, lotion & powder from Women of 
the Word at Woodridge Community Church.

♥ Crocheted baby hats, scarves, mittens and 
blanket by Mary Ellen Burbey.

♥ Diapers, pull-ups and pretty, pink girl outfits 
from Carol Honeyager.

♥ Sippy cups and bibs from an anonymous donor.
♥ Fuzzy sleepers and cute onesies from the 

Gantner Family.
♥ Baby clothes, socks, bibs, wash cloths, toys, and 

personal care items from, the Seasoned Salt 
Seniors at Grace Community Church.

Office Christmas Gifts:
♥ Cheese, sausage, crackers, pretzels and mustard 

dip from Amanda Johnson & Eagle Printing.
♥ Cheese and sausage items from Grady, Hayes & 

Neary, LLC.

Christmas Gifts for our PSS Client Families:
♥ Wrapped gifts from the Renewed Life Group at 

Spring Creek Church, Lori Bautch,  
Carol Honeyager, Katie Kuenn and Byron & 
Jennifer Turk. 

♥ Forty-six gift cards for clients from the 
Cornerstone Life Group at Spring Creek 
Church.

♥ Walmart gift cards for clients from Aaron & Karen.

Serving at Our Office:
♥ Fall leaf blowing around our office by Dick 

Merten.
♥ Help with a large shredding project by Sally 

Boya, Jane Runnels, Carol Yule and a friend of 
ECFA.

Memorials
❧ In loving memory of: 

Long time employee of ECFA-Illinois, Phyllis Ellenwood
From: David & Jennie Tietjen

❧ In loving memory of: My mother, Barb Zich
From: Karen Sautbine

❧ In loving memory of: 
My husband, Dad & Grandpa, Alex Muza

From: Betty Muza
❧ In loving memory of: My husband, Bob Snyder

From: Judith Joy Snyder 
❧ In loving memory of: My husband, Lloyd G. Konrad

From: Marian Konrad
❧ In loving memory of: My father, Al Buerosse

From: Peggy Buerosse
❧ In loving memory of: My friend, Ruth Stigler

From: Peggy Buerosse
❧ In loving memory of: My brother-in-law, William Crawley

From: Ronald Pape

Tributes
❧ In honor of: My friend, Dan Locken

From: Joni Kostecki
❧ In honor of: My daughter, Kristi & grandson, Tanner 

From: Linda Lasch 
❧ In honor of: My friend, Margo Whitcomb, 

for all her ECFA volunteer work
From: Alice Laukert

❧ In honor of: Our grandson, Jonathan Brynelson
From: Warren & Marilyn Lister

❧ In honor of: Our daughter, Laura Wright
From: Nels & Arlene Wright

❧ In honor of: Our sister, Jennie Tietjen
From: David & Susan McDonald
❧ In honor of: My Savior, Jesus!

From: Margo Whitcomb
❧ In honor of: Our adopted daughter, Kia

From: David & Anne Osterwind
❧ In honor of: Our mother, Bernice Heron, 

for her 90th birthday
From Peter & Doreen Tietjen

❧ In honor of: My grandchildren, Sophia, Jordan & Caleb
From: Elaine Diller

With A Grateful Heart 
There is a continual outpouring of blessings received by this ministry. 

As a result, there are many individuals to be grateful for in each quarterly newsletter.  
“I will give thanks to the Lord with all my heart; I will tell of the wonders.” Psalm 9:1

Martha Andrade
Jan Baer
Ron Baer
Annette Cernohous
Joyce Dankert
Jeanne David
Charlene Duranceau
Ruth Engelhardt
Nancy Farrell
Sharon Fuller
Pamela Grande
Carol Honeyager
Anita Julius
Christine Kennedy
Beverly Kuntzsch

Sue Kusnierz
Karen Ridder
Nancy Roets
Jane Runnels
Micki Schmitz
Beverly Schrieder
Elisa Shane
David Tietjen
Leah Valentine
Margo Whitcomb
Tina Wienss
Linda Wolf
Carol Yule
Judy Zwitter
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Mark Your Calendars for 2019!!!
Volunteer Appreciation Activity: 

Milwaukee Admirals vs. Rockford IceHogs
at UW-Milwaukee Panther Arena, on Friday, March 22nd at 7 pm

35th Anniversary Celebration Banquet, Friday, May 17th
Doors open at 6 pm, Dinner at 6:30

Marriott Milwaukee West, W231N1600 Corporate Ct., Waukesha

33rd Annual Bike & Hike Fundraiser, 
Supporting Moms, Dads, & Babies

Saturday, September 7th at 9 am
on the Glacial Drumlin State Trail at the Bethesda Park Shelter

2nd Annual ECFA Benefit Auction, on November 22nd
Doors open at 5:30 pm at Sheraton 375 S Moreland Rd, Brookfield

For information regarding these events, contact Sue at the office 
262.789.1881 or suec@ecfawisc.org


